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President’s 
Message
This	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  very	
  successful	
  year	
  
for	
  the	
  Alton	
  Grange	
  Association.	
  	
  
We	
  owe	
  our	
  success	
  to	
  a	
  dedicated	
  
board,	
  a	
  great	
  membership,	
  lots	
  of	
  
volunteers	
  and	
  the	
  continued	
  
support	
  of	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Natural	
  
Resources	
  (MNR)	
  and	
  the	
  Credit	
  
Valley	
  Conservation	
  Authority	
  
(CVC).	
  	
  Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  
highlights:

Annual	
  General	
  Meeting—May	
  2nd,	
  
2013—Speaking	
  of	
  Wildlife	
  
entertained	
  one	
  and	
  all	
  with	
  an	
  
eclectic	
  selection	
  of	
  animals	
  
including	
  an	
  opossum	
  and	
  grey	
  fox.	
  	
  

We	
  also	
  were	
  fortunate	
  to	
  have	
  
Mary	
  Cooney,	
  Heather	
  Metson	
  and	
  
Bob	
  Maxwell	
  join	
  our	
  Board	
  of	
  
Directors.	
  	
  

Spring	
  Work	
  Day—May	
  4th,	
  2013—
Our	
  membership	
  was	
  joined	
  by	
  the	
  
1st	
  Alton-­‐1st	
  Caledon	
  Venturers,	
  1st	
  
Alton	
  Scouts	
  and	
  staff	
  from	
  the	
  CVC.	
  	
  
As	
  a	
  result,	
  we	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  repair	
  
the	
  boardwalk,	
  pull	
  invasive	
  plant	
  
species	
  and	
  collect	
  lots	
  of	
  trash.	
  	
  At	
  
the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day,	
  thanks	
  to	
  Dairy	
  
Queen,	
  we	
  enjoyed	
  hot	
  dogs	
  and	
  ice	
  
cream.	
  

The Alton Grange and The River Running Through It

Photo	
  Courtesy	
  of	
  the	
  Caledon	
  
Citizen-­‐Bill	
  Rea.

1st	
  Alton	
  Cubs	
  at	
  the	
  Grange	
  
Spring	
  Work	
  Day.
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During	
  the	
  summer,	
  students	
  with	
  MNR’s	
  Ranger	
  
program	
  and	
  the	
  CVC’s	
  Conservation	
  Youth	
  Corp	
  
helped	
  us	
  build	
  new	
  boardwalk	
  (another	
  hundred	
  
feet)	
  and	
  the	
  CVC’s	
  Conservation	
  Youth	
  Corp	
  helped	
  
remove	
  invasive	
  plant	
  species.	
  	
  	
  Thanks	
  to	
  the	
  CVC	
  
we	
  have	
  an	
  extensive	
  survey	
  of	
  these	
  plant	
  invaders	
  
and	
  a	
  plan	
  of	
  attack.	
  	
  

We	
  also	
  Yinally	
  repaired	
  the	
  approach	
  to	
  the	
  bridge	
  
(Station	
  Street	
  entrance)	
  over	
  the	
  Credit	
  that	
  had	
  
been	
  damaged	
  by	
  Ylooding	
  (those	
  pesky	
  beavers!)

Grange	
  Board	
  member	
  Linda	
  Lockyer	
  also	
  worked	
  
with	
  a	
  student	
  from	
  MayYield	
  Secondary	
  School	
  to	
  
hold	
  a	
  successful	
  “Art	
  in	
  the	
  Grange	
  Day”.	
  	
  A	
  
program	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  repeat.

In	
  November,	
  Eric	
  Rutten	
  became	
  our	
  newest	
  Board	
  
member.	
  	
  Eric	
  describes	
  the	
  Grange	
  property	
  as	
  
being	
  in	
  many	
  ways	
  like	
  “the	
  canary	
  in	
  the	
  coal-­‐
mine”.	
  	
  Its	
  health	
  is	
  dependent	
  upon	
  all	
  those	
  things	
  
that	
  occur	
  within	
  the	
  watershed.	
  	
  In	
  line	
  with	
  this	
  
thinking,	
  the	
  AGA	
  Board	
  has	
  been	
  monitoring	
  and	
  
commenting	
  on	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  pending	
  developments	
  
that	
  have	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  affect	
  the	
  carrying	
  
capacity	
  of	
  the	
  Credit	
  River	
  Watershed.	
  	
  
These	
  include:	
  
• Alton	
  Village	
  Plan	
  
• Alton	
  Millpond	
  Rehabilitation
• Upper	
  Credit	
  Management	
  Plan
• Peel	
  Climate	
  Change	
  Program
• Watershed	
  Planning
• Olympia	
  Sand	
  and	
  Gravel	
  application	
  

We	
  have	
  lots	
  planned	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  Year—a	
  spring	
  
work	
  day	
  and	
  a	
  new	
  website	
  to	
  mention	
  just	
  two.	
  	
  
Details	
  on	
  these	
  activities	
  and	
  more	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  
coming	
  newsletters	
  and	
  bulletins.	
  	
  Hope	
  you	
  will	
  
join	
  us	
  for	
  some	
  fun.

All	
  the	
  best	
  to	
  you	
  during	
  the	
  holiday	
  season	
  and	
  the	
  
coming	
  new	
  year.	
  	
  Please	
  take	
  a	
  walk	
  in	
  the	
  Grange	
  
and	
  enjoy	
  the	
  gem	
  in	
  our	
  midst.

Paul	
  Newall

is the source 

CVC	
  Conservation	
  Youth	
  Corp


